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Abstract:
This study aimed to introduce the theory of thinking methods of Sternberg, to
identify the prevailing thinking methods among female students in the Faculty of
Arts at the University of Dammam. It also aimed to study the differences of
thinking methods by academic specialization, the study level and age. The study
population consisted of students from the Faculty of Arts for the academic year
2014-2015. A number of 384 students were chosen as a two-stage random sample.
Three sections of the Faculty of Arts at the University of Dammam were selected
randomly included libraries and information, communication and technology
media, and the Department of Sociology and Social Work; in addition to the
General first year students as primary sampling units to conduct the study. The
study applied the list of thinking methods of Sternberg and Oagendz. This list
measure thirteen methods of thinking which consisted of (65) statements at the
rate of five items for each mode of thinking, as self-esteem type. The study found
that the preferred thinking method among students were legislative, hierarchical,
Executive, Monarchic and local. There were significant differences in thinking
methods among students by the student learning level, in each of the legislative
style, Executive, Judicial, local, conservative, Oligarchic, Anarchic and External.
The students in third level differed from the students in other levels and had the
highest average score of thinking (5 of 7). There were no significant differences
in thinking method between age groups of students.
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